











E.4 Visitors Speak Out (writing station)
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E. BEYOND TOPAZ
E.3 American Voices &
E.4 Visitors Speak Out

Visitors select from lists of questions and
respondents to hear various perspectives on
subjects related to our constitutional rights civil
liberties. Visitors touch a screen to select a topic,
and choose a person to hear from. Responses to
the questions appear on screen and can be heard

via an overhead sound dish.

Visitors can contribute their own thoughts and
feedback on these issues at an accompanying

writing station.
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E. BEYOND TOPAZ
E.5 Contributors to Society &
E.6 Topaz Today

A graphic panel focuses on some of the
individuals who were interned at Topaz left
camp and went on to make huge contributions

to society.

A graphic panel exhibit describes the physical
site today. It includes photos, a map, and
information about the condition of the site
today, preservation, restoration, continuing
research efforts and the individuals involved in
these efforts.
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Topaz Museum

PRELIMINARY CONTENT OUTLINE

1. BEFORE INTERNMENT

Communication Goal:
There was a long, rich history of Japanese in
America throughout the 19th century. Racist

laws and discrimination prevented even |ong-

time U.S. residents from establishing citizenship.

Overt racism and ‘Fear, exacerbated by the
wartime environment, provided motivation for
the internment of over 110,000 MEnN women
and children of Japanese ancestry. Topaz was an

internment camp.

Content:
Introduction to museum, History of Japanese in
America and factors leading to internment of

Japanese Americans

Introduction to Museum/Overview
History of Japanese in America

«  Racism, history of anti-Japanese sentiment,
immigration and discriminatory policies
prior to WWII (1882 Exclusion act, 1906 sf
school segregation, 1913 Alien Land law, 1922
Naturalization prohibition, 1924 Japanese
immigration Act, etc.)

«  BayArea Japanese Americans (Issei business

owners, Nisei US born and educated)
Motivations for Internment

«  WWII Wartime environment / US relationship
with Japan

«  Attack on Pearl Harbor

. Discrimination in CA more severe than rest of

us
«  Munson Report (misinformation)

« Individuals/government figures who affected JA
( DeWitt, Earl Warren, Karl Bendetsen, Milton
Eisenhower, etc.)

. Political pressure

«  Economic opportunism

Policies and Scope

«  Background of internment/constitutional

issues, and wrongness of the government
« E.O.9066
«  Establishment of military zones
«  Evacuation orders and process

«  Creation of assembly centers / relocation

camps

«  Curfew and initial resistance -- Yasui and

Hirabayashi

« Immediate arrests and detentions after

December 7

. Different types of incarceration and

repatriation

2. REMovVAL/EVACUATION

Communication Goal:

The government relocated over 110,000 Japanese
Americans. 11,000 came from mostly urban SF Bay
Area to Topaz Camp in rural Utah. Taking on|y what
they could carry, they left behind homes, businesses
and lives without any idea where they were going

or for how long.

Content:
The removal of Japanese Americans from the West
Coast (destined for Topaz)
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The Route to Topaz
«  Forced voluntary evacuation period
«  FBlround up

«  From SF to Tanforan Assembly Center, Jun
— Sep 1942 (lived in barely habitable horse
stables)

«  Assembly centers and “relocation” camps

«  From Tanforan to Topaz Internment Camp
(trains and buses with shades drawn, days of

travel, no idea where they were going)
Who Was Sent to Topaz

«  Anyone with 1/16th Japanese blood had to go

(multi-racial families were torn)

«  Japanese Americans from the Bay Area (center

of Japanese America)

. Internees came from thriving communities,

successful businesses.

«  Most internees were children, 2/3 were

American citizens

«  Mostly urban (vs. predominantly agricultural

communities elsewhere)

«  Tanforans, Santa Anitans, and 1,000 Hawaiians

west oﬁlce EXHIBITION DESIGN



3. ARRIVING AT TOPAZ

Communication Goal:

Life within the camp was humiliating and
frightening. The camps weren't ready for internees
when they arrived. Internees were unprepared for
the harsh weather conditions and lack of privacy,
autonomy and comfort. Internees were not

considered a part of America.

Content:
The hand they were dealt. What internees found
when they arrived at Topaz. Impact of camp on

Delta community.

Upon Arrival

Camp layout and organization

Physical living conditions (barracks as homes,
single room residences regardless of family

size)

Public toilets, lines for everything

Harsh weather (dust storms, heat, snow)
Lack of materials, proper clothing

Government wasn'’t prepared: no schools,
buildings not ready (missing insulation,

windows, stoves)

Food (couldn’t prepare in home, unfamiliar,

long lines)

Camp’s location in Millard county and impact

on Delta area.

4. MAKING A LiFE AT TOPAZ
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Communication Goal:

Despite hardship and indignity, internees were
resilient. While confined, they worked hard to
create vibrant lives and communities. Despite being
treated as criminals, internees were asked to pledge
their loyalty and serve their country. Internees

went to war or prison and families were torn.

When internment ended many Japanese Americans
returned home to find their homes, businesses,

friends and entire communities had vanished.

Content:

Creating lives and communities in a desperate
situation. Experiences of individuals within the
camp. Responses to internment, questions of
loyalty, service to country. The end of internment,

resuming lives and starting over

Changing Lives

Breakdown of family relationships and family

structure

Jobs and pay (work at Topaz (hospital, farm,
mess hall, work outside camp / leave permits
(experiences in Delta, SLC, elsewhere), pay/

compensation
Boredom, lack of privacy

Generational differences in response to
internment: Issei: tended not to rock the
boat, Nisei: often citizens had mixed response
incensed/indignant, but tended to support
parents. Children’s experience (majority

of internees, a grand adventure). Young

men in the camp (tenuous situation, work,
school, draft, volunteer). Fathers and family
figureheads (lost role and responsibility as

patriarch). Women’s lives.
Events: Wakasa shooting, deaths and births

Feature individuals with connections to camp:
Goro Suzuki, Dan Tani, Gyo Obata, Toshio Mori
and others.

Creating Communities

Created their own: Schools (Pre-schools to
high schools), Hospital, Churches

Recreation: dances, baseball and other sports
teams (interpretation of existing restored

recreation hall)

Arts: art schools, jewelry making, sewing,

industrial arts

Publications: Newspaper, Trek publication
(Miné Okubo)

It took work to get the basics, didn't rely on
WRA handouts

BCA

Loyalty and Service

Loyalty Oath (and questionnaire)

Remarkable patriotism under the

circumstances
No-No boys, sent to Tule Lake (prison camp)

Turmoil within families and community on how

to answer

WeS‘t oﬂ1ce EXHIBITION DESIGN



«  Military Service (472 eventually served), 442nd
(most decorated combat group), Volunteering
(105 volunteered), Draft / Resisters

«  Gold Star families

«  Constitutional Challenges —Korematsu, Endo

(determination day after camp closure)
. JACL
Relationships with Non-Japanese Americans:

«  Guards and relationships with camp
administration (approx. 200 — half from nearby

towns, remainder lived at the camp)

« Internees relationship with Delta community
and individuals, working with and for non-

Japanese Americans

« Who came to work at camp (teachers,

conscientious objectors)
War Ends

«  December 17, 1944, Proclamation ends mass
imprisonment of Japanese resident aliens and

American citizens of Japanese ancestry.

«  US. Supreme Court rules, claims of military
necessity could not justify holding American

citizens against their will.

Internment Ends

Some left before camp closure for work

elsewhere, as encouraged by WRA admin

Friends, pre-1941 communities had vanished,

property, homes, businesses were lost.

$25 payment and transportation tickets at the

time of release.

Some left for college, 60% moved back to the
Bay Area

Renunciation and repatriation

Dismantling the Camp

Barracks and other buildings were removed
(Barracks cut in half and sold for $250 or torn
down for scrap lumber. Other camp buildings
dispersed throughout area). Topaz closed on
October 31, 1945

5. RELEVANCE ToDAY/BEYOND ToPAZ
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Communication Goal:

What happened in Topaz matters to all Americans.
American citizens were deprived of their
constitutional rights and imprisoned without
charge, simply because of their ancestry. What
happened at Topaz was morally, ethically and legally

wrong.

Content:
During times of uncertainty and war, American civil
liberties have been ignored and abandoned. Why

this matters to all of us.

Recovery, Remembrances, Redress

. Despite being deprived of their rights, Japanese
Americans maintained loyalty to the highest
ideals of the U.S. Constitution; working within

the system to reform it.

«  Redress movement, efforts of the Japanese

American Citizens League

«  Government apology, $20,00, passage of the
Civil Liberties act of 1988.

«  Japanese Americans today
Constitutional Rights and Civil Liberties

«  The balance between the rights of the citizen
and the power of the state can be upset during

times of uncertainty and war.

« By studying our history and understanding
our rights and responsibilities we become
better American citizens and can make sure

something like this never happens again.

Do you know your bill of rights? (First 10

constitutional amendments)

Why This Matters to All of Us

«  Americans have diverse ancestry. This could

happen to you.

«  Laws are not enough; we need to work to
see that our rights and liberties are upheld.
We must learn from this important era in

American history.

«  Other current examples: internment of
Iranian Americans in 1970s and Arab American
post-911
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